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Socks of Abundance 

 

©2009 Nicole Okun 

http://www.nicelady.net 

 

A stream of coins falling from one of Lakshmi’s hands was the inspiration for the 

pattern of these socks.  Lakshmi is the Hindu goddess of prosperity, generosity, 

and purity, and embodies beauty, grace and charm.   

The lace rib pattern is quite stretchy, and the instep of the sock is fairly generous, 

so this pattern is a good choice for people with ankle-swelling problems (but it 

pulls in enough to fit anyone without swollen ankles, too!). 
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You’ll need about 400 yards (365 meters) of sock weight yarn (my socks fit a 

ladies’ US 6 shoe size and I used about 320 yards of hand-dyed superwash 

merino).   Gauge over stockinette stitch is 11 sts and 14 rows /1” (2.5 cm) using 

2mm (US 0) double-pointed needles (use needle size required to get gauge).  

 

 

Instructions 

Cast on 72 stitches, dividing them into 18 stitches on needle 1, 36 stitches on 

needle 2, and 18 stitches on needle 3. (I cast on one extra stitch on needle 3 and 

knit it together with the first stitch on needle 1 to make a smoother join). 

Work K2, P2 ribbing in the round for 2” (5 cm). 
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Work 5” (13 cm) of pattern as follows, ending with round 2: 

Round 1 – P2, K2tog, YO twice (make two wraps around needle), K2tog tbl.  

Repeat around. 

Round 2 – P2, K2, K1tbl, K1.  Repeat around. 

6 5 4 3 2 1  
 b   • • 2 

\ 0 0 / • • 1 

 

ó  = Knit (K) 

•   = Purl (P) 

/   = K 2 together (K2tog) 

0  = Yarn over (YO) 

\   = K2tog through back loops (K2tog tbl) 

b  = K through back loop (K1tbl) 

 

Make heel flap:  

Working only on needles 1 and 3, work the next 39 rows as follows (ending on 

row 2): 

Row 1: Slip 1 stitch, K to end 

Row 2: *Slip 1, P1*, repeat to end of row 

Repeat these two rows, ending with row 1. 
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Shape heel:  

Slip 1, P22, P2 together, P1, turn.   

Slip 1, K11, K2 together, K1, turn. 

Slip 1, P12, P2 together, P1, turn. 

Slip 1, K13, K 2 together, K1, turn. 

Slip 1, P14, P2 together, P1, turn. 

Continue in this manner until all heel stitches have been worked (24 stitches 

remain). 

Work in the round again: 

Pick up 22 stitches from the side of the heel flap, placing them on needle 1. 

Work stitches across needle 2 in established pattern (starting with row 1).  On the 

first row only, pick up and purl 2 stitches ( take them from the “bar” between 

needle 2 and needle 3, and twist to avoid a hole) to make a total of 38 stitches on 

needle 2, with the first and last 2 stitches on the needle purled. 

Pick up 22 stitches from the side of the heel flap on needle 3, and knit 12 stitches 

from needle 1 onto needle 3.  Both needles 1 and 3 should now have 34 stitches. 

For the rest of the gusset (until you stop decreasing), work needle 2 in 2-round 

pattern stitch.  Knit on needles 1 and 3. 

Decrease instep: 

Round 1: Needle 1: knit to last three stitches, knit 2 together, knit 1.  Needle 2: 

work in established pattern.  Needle 3: knit 1, slip 1, knit 1, pass slipped stitch 

over, knit to end of needle. 

Round 2: Needle 1: knit.  Needle 2: work in pattern.  Needle 3: knit. 

Work these two rounds until 18 stitches remain on needles 1 and 3. 
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At this point, you can choose to continue working the pattern stitches on needle 

2, or you can stop and knit the rest of the sock plain (the ribbing is fairly thick, and 

might be uncomfortable in shoes, so I knit the rest of the foot plain). On the row 

following the last instep decrease, K2tog at the beginning and the end of needle 2 

so that 36 stitches remain.  You should now have a total of 72 stitches. 

Foot:  

Continue working without further decreases until foot measures about 2” (5 cm) 

less than desired length of foot. 

Toe shaping: 

Round 1:  Needle 1: knit to last 3 stitches, knit 2 together, knit 1.  Needle 2: knit 1, 

slip 1, knit 1, pass slipped stitch over, knit to last three stitches, knit 2 together, 

knit 1.  Needle 3: knit 1, slip 1, knit 1, pass slipped stitch over, knit to end. 

Rounds 2 to 4: Knit without decreasing. 

Round 5: Repeat round 1. 

Rounds 6 and 7: Knit without decreasing. 

Round 8: Repeat round 1. 

Rounds 9 and 10: Knit without decreasing. 

Round 11: Repeat round 1. 

Round 12: Knit without decreasing. 

Repeat rounds 11 and 12 a total of three times. 

Round 17 to end: Repeat round 1 until a total of 16 stitches remains. Knit 4 

stitches on needle 1 onto needle 3 if you are going to Kitchener graft or three-

needle bind-off the toe closed.  You will have 8 stitches on each of two needles. 
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Close the toe as you prefer; I turn the sock inside out and work a three-needle 

bind-off.  Sew in any yarn ends.    

Repeat for the second sock. 

 

 

 


